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1 . YOUR REPORT ON FAO AND WFC STAFF VIEWS ON RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE INDICATES SOME APPARENT MIS- 
CONCEPTIONS ON THEIR PART AS TO THE COMMITTEE'S ROLE. 

BOTH SPEAK OF THEIR RESPECTIVE AGENCIES REEERRING ISSUES 
TO THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE FOR DECISION. THIS, OF COURSE, 

IS NOT THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE. 
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2. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE DIFEERENCES BETWEEN THE G-77 AND 
THE WESTERN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES ON THE COMMITTEE'S 
ROLE, NEITHER GROUP CONSIDERS IT TO BE A BODY TO WHICH 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES OE THE UN SYSTEM REEER ISSUES FOR 
DECISION. REF B (WHICH CROSSED REF A) QUOTES THE MANDATE 
OF THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO IN GA RESOLUTION 32/174. IN 
BRIEF, THIS IS TO "OBSERVE, MONITOR, PROVIDE IMPETUS, 

ENCOURAGE, FACILITATE, EXPEDITE, EXPLORE, AND EXCHANGE 
VIEWS" BUT NOT TO SUPERVISE OR REGULATE OTHER BODIES OR 
PROGRAMS OF THE UN SYSTEM. 

3. THE US AND OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES SEE THE COMMITTEE'S 
OVERVIEW ROLE AS CONTRIBUTING TO A GREATER UNDERSTANDING 
OF GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND OF POSITIONS ON ISSUES, 

AND, WHERE POSSIBLE, TO A GREATER CONVERGENCE OF VIEWS 

ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENTS PARTICIPATING. THIS HOPE- 
FULLY WILL GIVE IMPETUS TO A GREATER CONVERGENCE OF VIEWS 
OF THOSE SAME GOVERNMENTS IN THE RESPECTIVE SPECIALIZED 
BODIES OF THE UN SYSTEM. HOWEVER, THIS ROLE SHOULD NOT 
REPEAT NOT EXTEND TO ASSUMING NEGOTIATING OR DECISION- 
MAKING AUTHORITY ON ISSUES PROPERLY BELONGING TO THOSE 
SPECIALIZED BODIES. 

4. WE RECOGNIZE, HOWEVER, A SERIOUS DIFFERENCE OE INTER- 
PRETATION BETWEEN THE WESTERN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES 
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AND THE G-77 - A DIEFERENCE THAT LED TO THE UNSATIS- 
FACTORY STAND-OFF IN THE FIRST SUBSTANTIVE MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE, REPORTED IN REF C (SEE ESPECIALLY PARA 24) AND 
REP D. THE G-77 ATTEMPTED TO DIVERT THE COMMITTEE FROM 
OUR CONCEPTION OF ITS UNIQUE ROLE BY PRESSING FOR AGREE- 
MENT ON A CONSENSUS DOCUMENT AS A DEVICE POR SECURING 
IMMEDIATE WRITTEN COMMITMENTS PROM THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, 
WHICH THE LATTER COULD NOT AGREE TO. WE WILL ENDEAVOR TO 
BRING THE G-77 AROUND TO OUR VIEW OF THE COMMITTEE'S ROLE. 
OTHERWISE WE WOULD NOT BE SANGUINE OF ITS FUTURE USEFUL- 
NESS. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO THE APPARENT DIPFERENCES BETWEEN THE 
FAO AND WFC STAFPS AS TO WHICH SHOULD BE THE LEAD AGENCY 
IN PROVIDING INFORMATION TO THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE, WE 
CONSIDER THIS TO BE A MATTER TO BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN THE 
UN SECRETARIAT REQUESTING THE INPORMATION AND THE STAPFS 
OF THE TWO AGENCIES. THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE DOES NOT, 

BY THE WAY, HAVE ITS OWN STAFP OR SECRETARIAT. AS A SUB- 
ORDINATE COMMITTEE OF THE UNGA, IT IS SUPPORTED BY THE UN 
CENTRAL SECRETARIAT - MAINLY, FROM THE SUBSTANTIVE POINT 
OF VIEW, BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND 
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SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 

6. WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR COMMENT IN REE A, WE ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE WITH ITS 150 MEMBERS IS A 
MORE UNWIELDY FORUM THAN THE WEC. HOWEVER, ITS ROLE IS 
NOT TO REPLACE THAT OE THE WEC NOR TO AEEECT WEC-EAO 
RELATIONSHIPS. THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE'S DISCUSSION OF 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN THE BROAD FRAMEWORK OE THE 
NORTH/SOUTH DIALOGUE SHOULD NOT IMPINGE ON THE WFC'S 
PREROGATIVES, INCLUDING THAT OE REVIEWING BROAD SECTORAL 
AND UN SYSTEM OPERATIONAL QUESTIONS, NOR ON THE FAO'S ROLE 
WITH RESPECT TO MATTERS WITH WHICH IT TRADITIONALLY DEALS. 
THE OVERVIEW RELATIONSHIP, AS FAR AS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
IS CONCERNED, IS NO DIEEERENT FROM ITS RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
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OTHER AGENCIES IN CONNECTION WITH OTHER ISSUES IN THE 
NORTH/SOUTH DIALOGUE - I.E., THE RELATIONSHIP DESCRIBED 
ABOVE AND IN REETEL B. 

7. THIS MESSAGE IS SENT INEO GENEVA, PARIS, VIENNA, 

LONDON, MONTREAL AND NAIROBI FOR OUR REPRESENTATIVES TO 
THE PERTINENT UN AGENCIES AS BACKGROUND IN THE EVENT 
SIMILAR MISUNDERSTANDINGS SHOULD ARISE ON THE RELATION- 
SHIP OF THE OVERVIEW COMMITTEE TO THESE AGENCIES - E.G., 

UNIDO, UNCTAD AND OTHER AGENCIES WHICH, IN ADDITION TO 
EAO AND WEC, WILL PROBABLY ALSO BE PREPARING DOCUMENTATION 
RELATING TO THE AGENDA EOR THE COMMITTEE'S SEPTEMBER 
SESSION (SEE TAB B). WE ARE ALSO REPEATING REE B. VANCE 
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